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Outline of Presentation 

Why rural and regional development?  

Rural development issues and indicators 

Rural development strategy 

Philippine rural development program  

Rural and regional development as an area for 
education, research and extension in UP / UPLB  

Areas for global collaboration and networking 
among Asian universities 



Year  Japan  Malaysia  China  Indonesia  Philippines  Vietnam  Lao PDR  

1961 36 73 83 85 69 85 92 

1965 32 67 82 84 68 84 92 

1970 28 70 83 83 67 82 90 

1975 24 73 83 81 64 81 89 

1980 24 58 81 78 63 81 88 

1985 23 54 77 74 57 80 86 

1990 23 50 74 69 51 80 85 

1995 22 44 69 64 52 78 83 

2000 21 38 64 58 52 76 78 

2005 14 33 57 54 53 73 73 

2010 9 29 51 50 55 70 67 

2014 7 26 46 47 56 67 62 

GR % -12.93 -8.69 -5.14 -5.21 -1.78 -2.13 -3.48 

World rural population 47%... and declining  

Basic Data from the World Bank, online 
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Figure 1  . Percent rural population, selected countries, 1961 -2014  

Japan -12.93%

Malaysia -8.69%

China -5.14%

Indonesia -5.21%

Philippines -1.78%

Vietnam -2.13%

Lao PDR -3.48%



1) Why rural development? 

Increasing emphasis on resilience, equity, poverty 
reduction and inclusive growth (SEARCA 2014) 

Need for retention and sustenance of ólocal 
communityô (Keller 2000), prevent disintegration 
and promote rural rejuvenation  

Natural connectivity between rural and urban areas 
and between agriculture and non-agriculture 

Rural areas provide food and fiber and source of 
growth (recreation and tourism)  

Need to address local and regional conflicts 

A global necessity (Keller 2000, Adisa 2012)   

 

 

 

 



1) Why regional development? 

Region could be Asia, ASEAN or ASEAN+ 

Similar emphasis on poverty and livelihood 
concerns within the region, ósmall brother-big 
brotherô 

Differences in resource endowments causing 
interdependence among countries 

Problems spill over from a country to the rest of 
the region 

Enhanced relationships due to globalization, trade 
liberalization, trade agreements 

Mutual interest in peace and harmony within the 
region  

 

 

 

 



2) Rural Development Issues 



Rural and RD Issues ï a) Definition 

of rural / rurality 

No consensual or conventional or single 
definition of óruralô or óruralityô (Ekong 2010) 

National distinctions between urban and rural 
are ambiguous, arbitrary and varied (IFAD 2001) 

Can be defined in varying contexts (developed 
vs. developing country) and criteria used (size of 
area, number of people, social services, etc.)   

Generally have common attributes in developing 
countries 

 

 

 

 



Common attributes of rural communities 

Primary production / agriculture / agrarian  

Perennial poverty and backwardness 

Low level of living, less social services 

Less number of inhabitants (< 20,000 in Nigeria, 
200 in Sweden and Denmark, 1,000 in Canada 
and Australia, 25,000 in US and Mexico, 30,000 
in Japan) 

Less heterogeneous, close to nature 

Seedbeds of national population and 
conservatory of pristine national culture, 
manpower and tradition ( Ekong 2010) 



Rural and RD Issues ï b) Definition of 

rural development in different contexts 

a) As a concept ï holistic development of rural 
areas to improve quality of life  

b) As a phenomenon ï outcome of various 
physical, technological, economic, socio-
cultural and institutional processes 

c) As a discipline ï multidisciplinary involving 
agricultural, social, behavioral and 
management sciences 



Rural and RD Issues ï b) Definition 

of rural development 

Before 70s, rural development = agricultural 
development 

In the 80s, rural development redefined as a 
strategy aimed at improving the economic and 
social life of the rural poor (WB) 

Improvement in the overall rural community  

conditions, including economic & other quality of 
life considerations such as environment, health, 
infrastructure & housing (USDA 2006) 

 

 

 

 



Rural and RD Issues ï b) Definition 

of rural development 

Sustainable agricultural and rural development 
(SARD) ï a process of constant change and 
transformation of rural areas (Avila and Gasperini 
(2005) towards improvement of quality of life  

 - most developing countries remain  
 agricultural  

 - suffer from impacts of environmental 
 degradation, climate change and 
 globalization / trade liberalization  

 

 

 

 



Rural and RD Issues ï c)Effectiveness and 

impact of programs 

ÅLarge financial support for programs but given 
less attention 

ÅUsual M&E component but only until project 
exit 

ÅExcept for impact assessment studies 
conducted by the academe and research 
institutions 

ÅAdequate impact framework and indicators 
need to be established 

 

 

 

 



Agriculture and Rural 

Development Indicators: 

    social, economic,     

 institutional, cultural, 

 natural or technological 

 

 
Need to focus on the key needs of a particular  

community, country or region  



Per capita GDP US$ 
Land area sq km 
Employment in agriculture % of total employment 
Population total, rural population 
Rural poverty headcount ratio at national poverty lines  
% of rural population 
Income share held by highest 10% 
Unemployment % of total labor force 
Vulnerable employment % of total  
Agriculture land % of land area 
Agriculture value added % of GDP 
Agriculture value added per worker constant 2005 US$ 
Arable land ha per person 
Arable land % of land area 
Land under cereal prod hectares 

World Bank 2014 



Cereal yield kg per ha 
Crop production index 2004-2006=100 
Food production index 2004-2006=100 
Livestock production index 2004-2006=100 
Permanent cropland % of land area 

Fertilizer consumption kg / ha of arable land 

Forest area % of land area 
Improved water source, rural % of rural population with access 
Access to electricity % of population 
Improved sanitation facilities % of population 
Pregnant women receiving prenatal care % 
Malnutrition % of children under 5 HFA 
Malnutrition % of children under 5 WFA 
Internet users per 100 people 
Mobile cellular subscriptions per 100 people 

World Bank 2014 



Indicator Japan Malaysia China Indonesia Philippines Vietnam  Lao PDR 

Per capita GDP US$  38,634   10,538   6,807   3,475   2,765   1,911   1,661  

Land area sq km  364,560   328,550   9,388,211   1,811,570   298,170   310,070   230,800  

Employment in 
agriculture % of total 
employment 

4 13 35 35 32 47 - 

¢ƻǘŀƭ ǇƻǇǳƭŀǘƛƻƴ Ψллл  126,125   30,188   1,369,811   252,812   100,096   90,179   6,894  

% rural population 7 26 46 47 56 67 62 

Rural ǇƻǇǳƭŀǘƛƻƴ Ψллл  8,802   7,846   624,497   118,814   55,565   60,464   4,305  

Rural poverty headcount 
ratio at national poverty 
lines % of rural 
population 

- 3.4 10.2 14.2 - 22.1 28.6 

Income share held by 
highest 10% 

- - 30 28.2 33.5 27.8 29.7 

Unemployment % of 
total labor force 

4 3.2 4.6 6.3 7.1 2 1.4 

Vulnerable employment 
% of total  

- 21 - 53 40 63 - 

Comparison for Selected Countries 



Indicator Japan Malaysia China Indonesia Philippines Vietnam Lao PDR 

Agriculture land % 
of land area 

12.5 23.6 54.8 31.12 41.6 35 10.7 

Agriculture value 
added % of GDP 

1 9 10 14 11 18 27 

Agriculture value 
added per worker 
constant 2005 US$ 

 46,045  9674 785 1018 876 476 495 

Arable land ha per 
person 

0.03 0.03 0.08 0.1 0.06 0.07 0.22 

Arable land % of  
land area 

11.6 2.9 11.3 13 18.6 20.6 6.3 

Land under cereal  
ǇǊƻŘǳŎǘƛƻƴ Ψллл Ƙŀ 

 1,931   7000   92,784   17,657   7,310   9,074   1,100  

Cereal yield  
kg per ha 

6105 3834 5934 5085 3532 5430 4046 

Crop prod index 
2004-2006=100 

101.9 117.6 129.9 132.2 117.9 125.4 161.9 

Food prod index 
2004-2006=100 

101.7 125.5 126.2 133.1 121.1 132.3 151.5 

Comparison for Selected Countries 



Indicator Japan Malaysia China Indonesia Philippines Vietnam Lao PDR 

Livestock production 
index 2004-2006=100 

101.7 132.8 122.4 132.8 123.7 144.8 123.6 

Permanent cropland 
% of land area 

0.8 19.8 1.7 12.1 17.9 12.3 0.7 

Fertilizer consumption 
kg / ha of arable land 

259.1 1570.7 647.6 194.8 113.5 297.1 - 

Forest area % of land 
area 

68.6 61.7 22.6 51.4 26.1 45.4 67.6 

Forest area sq km  249,966   202,824   2,123,873   930,620   77,746   140,850   155,946  

Comparison for Selected Countries 



Indicator Japan Malaysia China Indonesia Philippines Vietnam Lao PDR 

Improved water source, 
rural % of rural 
population with access 

100 99 85 78 91 94 65 

Access to electricity % of 
population 

100 99.3 99.7 94.2 83.3 96 66 

Improved sanitation 
facilities % of population 

100 96 65 59 74 75 65 

Pregnant women 
receiving prenatal care % 

- 97 95 96 78 94 54 

Malnutrition % of 
children under 5 HFA 

- - 9.4 39.2 33.6 23.3 - 

Malnutrition % of 
children under 5 WFA 

- - 3.4 18.6 20.2 12 - 

Internet users per 100 
people 

86.3 67 45.8 15.8 37 43.9 12.5 

Mobile cellular 
subscriptions per 100 
people 

115 145 89 122 105 131 66 

Comparison for Selected Countries 



3) Rural Development Strategy 



 

 

Improvement of Local Governance 

Strengthening Linkages with 
Private Sector and National 

Government Agencies 

 Policy Imperatives 

 

 

 

 

Development of Productive Sectors 

Agriculture 

Non-agriculture Industry  

Energy Systems 

Natural Resources / Environmental 
Management 

 

Capacity-building of Institutions  

Markets (Inputs and Outputs)  

Credit / Financing / Cooperatives 

Postharvest and Logistics 

Research and Extension / 
Education 

 

 

Rural Infrastructure Development 

Irrigation  

Water, Sanitation and Health 

Electricity 

Telecommunications / Information  

Housing, Schools 

 

 

Sustainable Agricultural and Rural Development 

Key Processes and Components of SARD 

Å No 
Common 
Agenda 
for All 

 
Å To be 

Applied  
According 

to 
Community 

Context 
and 

Need 

3)    Key Strategyé Focus on Sustainability 




